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East Africa

Key Message Update

Conflict and 2015 El Niño drought remain
major drivers of acute food insecurity in the
region
April 2016

Key Messages: 
Conflict-affected areas in Greater Upper Nile in South Sudan remain in Emergency (IPC
Phase 4) acute food insecurity during the spring and summer. Some smaller populations
in central Unity State are expected to be facing Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5). Areas in
Greater Bahr El Ghazal and Greater Equatoria that were less directly impacted by the
Government and Opposition conflict are seeing their food security threatened by very
high staple food prices, brought on by restricted trade and the depreciation of the South
Sudanese Pound, in addition to sporadic violence/clashes.

In Ethiopia, Emergency (IPC Phase 4) and Crisis (IPC Phase 3) outcomes continue in
agricultural and agropastoral eastern areas of Tigray, Amhara, Oromia, and SNNPR
Regions, as well as in pastoral areas of Afar Region and Sitti Zone in the Somali Region.
Following the 2015 El Niño-related drought, there has been a slow start to 2016 rains
across much of central and eastern Ethiopia. More than 10 million people in central and
eastern Ethiopia will be in need of emergency food assistance this year.

Conflict in Darfur in Sudan has displaced approximately 130,000 people since
January.Restricted access to humanitarian assistance, markets, and labor opportunities
in Central and South Darfur and SPLM-N-controlled areas of South Kordofan is
contributing to Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes for many where availability of and
access to food is extremely limited.

In Yemen, Emergency (IPC Phase 4) and Crisis (IPC Phase 3) acute food insecurity
outcomes are expected to continue for many through at least September 2016. 
Protracted conflict since early 2015 has contributed to eroding livelihoods and restricting
market access for many. Household purchasing power will remain weak due to atypically
high food prices and livelihood disruptions. While many households will attempt to cope
by selling assets and reducing the quantity and diversity of meals, these efforts are not
expected to enable households to meet basic food needs.

Region Contact Information: 
Email: fews.east@fews.net
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